Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai
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CHRISTINNE MUSCHI

Inside the evolving leadership style of the Thunder’s

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, one of the NBA!

Okishoma Gity Thunder guard Shai
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WICK BOWRER

ahter scoring during the second half of a game
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Bonding with Chris Paul

Chris Paul. 2 renowned commu
nicator who is a fan of the phone

averaging 30.1 points, 6.2 assists and 2.0 steals.

Leading by example

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

Because of his time in Los Ange-
les, Paul is close to Clippers trainer
Jasen Powell. When Gilgeous-Al-
exander was a rookie, Powell told
Paul he loved the young guard's de-
meanor and professionalism. He
worked and cared about the game.
Paul took note from afar.

But then Thunder general man-
ager Sam Presti brought them to-
gether. The Paul George trade
from OKC to the Clippers trig-
gered the early stages of a roster
reset. Five days later, the Thun-
der traded Russell Westbrook to
the Rockets for Paul and draft-pick
compensation

Fourteen years apart in age, Paul
and Gilgeous-Alexainder now shared
abackeourt together. often placed in
three-guard lineups with Dennis
Schrider. Daignezult, then 4 young
assistant on Billy Donovan's stafy,
is still secing the defensive flowers
bloom from all of Gilgeous-Alex-
ander’s time that season defending
wings and shouldering key assign-
ments for a playoff team.

“He had to guard up,” Daigneault
said. “He was basically a (small
forward) when we played those
guys together and the other guy
out there was (Danilo) Gallinari
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That season, COVID-19 hit. The
Thunder were about to tip off an
important March game against the
Utah Juzz for the third seed when
Rudy Gobert's test came back posi-
tive, shutting the world down_ The
league picked back up in the Orlan-
do bubble in July, a secloded envi-
ronment at a lonely time.

This was already Paul's first sea-
son away from his family on a dai
by basis. They didn't move with him
10 Oklahom: City. So during home-
stands, he spent a ton of time with
Gilgeous-Alexander, Lugue
Dort and Darius Bazley. Paul
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